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In the digital environment authenticity is an inference based on foundation evidence. To presume 
it through a contextual assessment, verify it through comparison or demonstration, or declare it 
through authentication require much more than trust in the creator, keeper or preserver of the 
digital entities at issue. Trust is a key factor, but it is not all. This paper with discuss authenticity 
from the perspective of diplomatics and archival science, and present the results of international 
research on digital records forensics (DRF Project) and the long-term preservation of the 
authenticity of digital records (InterPARES Project), focusing on the characteristics and typology 
of records in the digital environment and on the maintenance of their identity and integrity 
through time and across technologies.  
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